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Alignment with your family’s values? A robust curriculum designed to leverage 
the students’ natural curiosity and joy of learning? A child-centered approach to 
education with project-based learning opportunities?   

I believe our core values have something to offer you won’t find elsewhere, and I’m delighted you’re considering 

Mustard Seed School.

A commitment to honoring each student as a unique child of God permeates everything we do, in and around the 

classroom. As an academically rigorous, inclusive Christian school, we understand the importance of nurturing 

minds and hearts as we develop each student’s foundation for a lifetime of learning. 

Today we will tell you about our school — a connected, intimate, thriving community. At Mustard Seed School, 

families don’t need to choose between an excellent education driven by the child’s curiosity or a school with spiritual 

growth,  service-learning opportunities, arts offerings, and exciting extracurriculars. We are pleased to offer all these 

things because we understand how your child’s environment will shape them into the confident world changer they 

will become by graduation day.

Positive friendships, caring teachers, an engaging curriculum, and spiritual formation all foster the most important 

gifts you could provide for your child: a strong start in life, an excellent education, and a desire to impact the 

world for good. We hope to meet you and your child one day soon. After reading this overview, schedule a visit to 

experience Mustard Seed School.

Sincerely,  

Abigail Hall Choi, Head of School 

201.355.6635  |  admissions@mustardseedschool.org 

What are your biggest 
priorities as you consider 
school options in our area? 

Abigail Hall Choi
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Mustard Seed School is an academically 
rigorous, inclusive Christian school that 
teaches each child to know and care 
for their community and God’s world. 
Together we inspire minds, cultivate 
hearts, and remove barriers.  

 
By the time your child has 
graduated from Mustard 
Seed School, they will:

• Be an expert learner, with the ability to think 

critically and creatively, solving real-world problems

• Develop strong emotional intelligence and 

demonstrate compassion as they uphold the dignity 

and belonging of all people

• Have an understanding of their unique strengths 

and how they can utilize them to enhance their 

communities and change the world

• Be compelled to live a life of meaning and purpose, 

engaging in heartfelt work and striving for inclusion

How do we put our mission into action 
to accomplish these goals? 

A Safe Space.  
Environment matters, and all students need a place where 

they can feel safe to take risks, learn from mistakes, 

and rejoice when making new discoveries. As a diverse 

and inclusive Christian community, we welcome and 

affirm families of every race, color, ethnicity, ancestry, 

national origin, faith tradition, age, sex, gender identity 

or expression, sexual orientaion, or disability. Our secure 

campus is a place where students not only feel physically 

safe, but socially and emotionally safe as well. 

Responsive Classrooms.  
At Mustard Seed School, we emphasize social and 

emotional growth as much academic growth. This allows 

students to learn about themselves, others, and how to 

thrive in a community. Here, every child is fully known, 

loved, and supported. We provide advanced opportunities 

for students who excel in the classroom, and provide 

extra help for any child who is struggling in a particular 

academic area.  

Partnering with Families.  
We begin the year with listening conferences, where 

teachers take the time to listen as parents share about 

their child. This is the foundation for a strong home-

school partnership. There are many ways families can 

get involved throughout the school year. By becoming a 

STAR, parents get to Share, Talk, Advocate, and Represent, 

connecting with other parents and learning about 

opportunities to participate in school life.

Our 
Commitment 
to Families

Continue reading to learn more 
about our educational philosophy 
and approach to each age and 
stage. When you’re ready, schedule 

a meeting or campus tour with our admissions 

team by calling 201.355.6635 or emailing 

admissions@mustardseedschool.org. 
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Our primary goal at this age is to help children 
experience the fun and joy that leads to an early 
excitement about learning. Our curriculum is deeply 
influenced by the Reggio Emilia approach from the 
schools of the Reggio Emilia region of Italy. 
 

A loving, safe environment 
where creativity and 
playful learning meet

PRESCHOOL FOR 3 AND 4-YEAR-OLDS

Preschool 
Programs 
PK3

• 3 half-days or 3 full-days (M, W,F)

• 5 half-days or 5 full-days

PK4*
• Half-day or full-day classes, five 

days a week

 

*Extended care is available until 6 p.m. 

for students in Pre-K 4 through Grade 5.

At Mustard Seed School, your child will:  
• Learn through play in an environment where their natural curiosity is 

honored and utilized 

• Feel cared for, known, and loved in small class sizes with a 7:1 student-to-

teacher ratio

• Develop a foundation for academic readiness through developmentally 

appropriate, hands-on activities 

• Discover what it means to be part of a community as they collaborate and 

form their first friendships

• Produce artwork that is beautiful and meaningful, developing their creativity, 

which will enhance their lifelong learning journey 

As a preschool parent, you can expect:  
• Dedicated teachers who are always available to discuss your child’s academic 

progress, social development, and overall growth 

• Weekly updates on the curriculum and class activities, as well as photos and 

videos of your child learning shared via a secure family app

• Flexible schedule options — choose from our half- or full-day programs, with 

extended care beginning in PK4

• A strong commitment to safety, where your child will feel the warmth of 

being loved by their teachers and God

• 

https://www.reggiochildren.it/en/reggio-emilia-approach/


Each child learns at their own pace, and 
knowing when your child is ready to 
start kindergarten can be a challenging 
decision. You might be wondering what 
kindergarten academics are like, if your 
child will thrive socially, and what type 
of learning environment will best meet 
their needs.

At Mustard Seed School, we celebrate that each child is 

unique in the ways they learn and understand. Students 

flourish in an arts-infused environment where they 

participate in creative, hands-on learning daily, embracing 

the mediums that resonate most with them. Some of our 

most challenging learning and work is disguised as play.

KINDERGARTEN  FOR STUDENTS WHO ARE 5 YEARS OLD BY SEPTEMBER 1 OF THE ACADEMIC YEAR

OUR KINDERGARTENERS EXPERIENCE: 
 

Student-centered learning. 
Teachers are able to offer individualized attention to students 

because we keep our kindergarten classes small with a 

9:1 student-teacher ratio. Thematic units allow for deeper 

understanding as students ask questions, explore, and learn.

Identity development. As students 

begin exploring the question “Who am I?,” they are guided to 

consider their relationship to others at school and in the world 

around them, as well as how they can make a positive impact on 

their community. 

Art as a language. Through painting, 

building, storytelling, measuring, and collaborating, students 

develop problem-solving skills and social readiness. Art, music, 

and movement are not limited to special classes; they are 

integrated throughout the curriculum.

Teachers who care. We intentionally 

hire kindergarten teachers who we know will create a warm 

and nurturing environment, communicate with parents, and 

commit themselves to continual learning and growth alongside 

their students.

Exploring their 
natural curiosity

Ready to see our vibrant 
kindergarten classrooms? 
To set up your campus tour, email  
admissions@mustardseedschool.org or call 201.355.6635.

mailto:admissions%40mustardseedschool.org?subject=Parent%20Information%20Packet%20Inquiry
mailto:iorr%40mustardseedschool.org%20?subject=Parent%20Information%20Packet%20Inquiry


Lower School students are engaged in hands-on exploration in a socially and 
emotionally supportive space. It’s a time when lasting friendships are formed, and 
students are challenged in an atmosphere that is collaborative and nurturing. Our small 
class sizes allow for individualized instruction, which honors children as individuals 
who learn and develop at their own pace. 

Exploring their world

LOWER SCHOOL

Academic 
Development:  
Students will find a fun and 

stimulating curriculum that includes 

the core subject areas of Science, Math, 

Spanish, Language Arts, Social Studies.

 

Art and Music:  
Lower School students process what 

they’ve learned in the classroom 

using artistic mediums. They engage 

in musical expression, singing, and 

worship daily.  

 

 

Social/Emotional 
Growth:  

Our teachers are trained in Responsive 

Classroom — evidence-based practices 

that foster social and emotional skills 

while creating safe and engaging 

learning communities. Daily, students 

come together to connect, worship, 

and learn about caring for themselves 

and others.

“As a teacher, one of the most important things to me for our daughter’s education was a strong foundation and 

connection to art and music. At Mustard Seed School, children are not only taught, but are encouraged to express 

themselves through the lost art of music and visual expression through a myriad of ways. This communal collaboration 

and connection to art, song, dance, and theatre helps to nurture and instill a strong sense of self and understanding…

not just of themselves, but people and the world around them. I truly can’t think of a better community for our child.”

 
-Katharyn Sanford

Words from a Parent



Our middle school students are busy discovering 
new talents and passions while also working 
diligently to achieve their future goals.  They 

are prepared for high school through an innovative curriculum, 

accelerated reading requirements, STEAM projects, academic 

exhibitions and presentations. Teachers continue to provide a high 

level of individualized attention, mentoring students as they move 

through a season of rapid growth and development.

At Mustard Seed School, we introduce middle 
school students to what’s possible and help 
them build the foundation they need to make a 
positive impact on their world. Students will:   

• Learn through an interdisciplinary approach, mastering content 

across the core subject areas of Math, Science, Spanish, Language 

Arts, Social Studies, Art, and Music.

• Explore their natural talents while developing leadership skills in 

clubs such as drama, engineering, music, visual arts, and STEAM.

• Participate in after-school programs such as music lessons, vocal or 

instrumental ensembles, basketball, and other activities. 

• Develop a growth mindset, as well as the academic stamina to 

thrive in high school, college, and beyond.

• Strengthen their identities and sense of purpose as they begin to 

explore how they can be a good citizen and change the world.

Cultivating 
Emerging Gifts and 
Academic Interests 

“Students are known as individuals, celebrated for 

their strengths and encouraged in their weaknesses. 

They have learned to be confident public speakers, 

ask good questions, participate in discussions 

without fear of being wrong, and collaborate with 

and encourage fellow students. They have learned 

to weave music and worship into their daily lives, 

and have been given tools and vision to become 

leaders in their communities. We are thankful for 

the many teachers and staff who have contributed 

to Mustard Seed’s unique education and have been 

an important part of our children’s growth. We are 

also thankful for the generous aid that supports a 

diverse student body.”

 
-Middle School Parent and MSS Alum

MIDDLE SCHOOL  GRADES 4-8

One Graduate’s Story



What Does a Graduate of 
Mustard Seed School Look Like?

95% of our graduates attend 
college after high school, 
including many renowned 
schools in New Jersey and across 
the country.

60% of Mustard Seed 
graduates who go 
on to college receive 
scholarships or merit 
based awards.

Mustard Seed School graduates 
are awarded acceptances to 
the area’s top high schools after 
receiving personalized guidance 
to help identify future goals and 
opportunities.

MUSTARD SEED GRADUATES HAVE MATRICULATED TO THE FOLLOWING HIGH SCHOOLS: 

• McNair Academic High School

• High Tech High School

• The Dalton School

• Dwight-Englewood School

• High School of American 
Studies

• Academy of the Holy Angels

• Notre Dame School

• Saint Peter’s Prep (as Sheehan 
and Ignatian Scholars)

• St. Dominic Academy (as Siena 
Scholars)

• Trinity School

• Xavier High School

• The Packer Collegiate Institute

• Loyola School

• Kent Place School

• The Calhoun School

• Friends Seminary

• Grace Church School

• Eastern Christian High School

• Léman Manhattan Preparatory 
School

While our graduates are diverse in their passions, abilities, and pursuits, they demonstrate a collective record of 

achievement that underscores the benefits of their holistic education. High school guidance begins in 4th grade 

and helps families consider what they are seeking in a high school experience and how to get there. As students 

progress through Middle School, we host information sessions, school visits, and advisement conferences so 

every student can feel confident in their next step. 

“As an alum, I have always been thankful for Mustard Seed School instilling in me a real love 

of learning. I was encouraged to think for myself, to question, to challenge, and I always felt 

safe enough to take risks. I became a confident learner. When it came time to move on, I was 

accepted into every high school I applied to and later every college, as well. When it came to 

choosing a school for my daughter there really was never a question that Mustard Seed School 

would be the right fit for her. Already, I am amazed by how excited she is about everything she 

is learning! I will always be thankful to the Mustard Seed community and feel so blessed that 

my daughter is able to attend the school that really helped shape the person I am today.”

 
-Ashley S.  

One 
Graduate’s 

Story

Realizing that learning is not limited 
to a classroom, graduates remain in 
the driver’s seat of their education 
for life. They are ready to think 
critically and collaborate to solve 
real-world problems.

Mustard Seed graduates know how 
to quickly identify and challenge 
stereotypes, upholding the dignity 
and belonging of all people, 
and striving for the inclusion of 
themselves and others.

As active community members, 
our graduates regularly engage 
in service projects and search for 
ways to make a difference, whether 
it is volunteering in a local food 
pantry, gathering items for homeless 
shelters, or serving overseas. 



We can’t wait to meet you. 

Questions?
Please email us at  
admissions@mustardseedschool.org or call 

201.355.6635, and we’ll help you plan your visit.

Mustard Seed School

422 Willow Avenue, Hoboken, NJ 07030

www.mustardseedschool.org

When it comes to choosing a school 

for your child, nothing compares to 

experiencing the learning environment 

firsthand! Our campus tours will give you 

the best sense of what we have to offer 

and provide you with the opportunity to 

connect with someone who can answer 

your specific questions

Explore our beautiful campus virtually 
or schedule a personal tour with our 
admissions team. On your tour, you 
will have the chance to see:    

• Our Early Childhood, Lower School, and Middle 

School classrooms, where students engage in hands-

on learning experiences daily

• Our Art Spaces and Shared Spaces, where students 

come together to explore, create, and collaborate

• The Community Worship Center, where students 

explore the meaning and purpose of their lives and 

grow in their faith

• Subject-specific learning spaces, such as our Science 

lab and Spanish room

• Our Music room, where passions are discovered and 

musical gifts are developed 

Although campus tours are tailored 
uniquely for parents only, prospective 
middle school students are encouraged 
and welcomed to visit a classroom on the 
day of their assessment and interview. 

What to Expect On Your 
Campus Tour
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