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Mission Statement
Mustard Seed School teaches each 
child to know and care for their 
community and world. Together we 
inspire minds, cultivate hearts, and 
remove barriers.
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A Community of  
Welcome
Mustard Seed seeks to be a community of wel-
come.  We have in our midst families of different 
configurations, ethnicities, socioeconomic back-
grounds, and religions.  We are a Christian school 
and we worship as Christians and have Christ at 
the center of our school.  Since we are a school, 
not a church, we do not have expectations for 
families about their religious faith, doctrine, or 
the lifestyle they choose.  We expect families to 
be supportive of our unity in Christ, while we are 
very aware of differences.  We will often say that 
Christians who are serious about their faith do not 
always agree, and our hope is that we can be a 
safe place for students to discuss those differenc-
es with each other in class.  We do refer students 
to their religious leaders so that they can talk with 
them about how their own faith addresses topics 
that may arise.

Teachers are aware that there are varying beliefs 
and understandings which may affect our learn-
ing community.  Teachers are open to entertaining 
different points of view and allowing for respectful 
discussion among their students.  It is in this work 
that we fulfill our core commitments to “embrace 
diversity” by “engaging with our differences,” as we 
desire for “our students to genuinely know them-
selves, their neighbors, and the world.” 

Teachers listen carefully as they moderate discus-
sions so that questions can be aired and mis-
conceptions corrected.  They remain alert to the 
need for students to process information and the 
need to maintain a safe environment.  They take 
a responsive stance, allowing time for discussion 
and allowing it to end as students have less need 
to explore the issue.  Teachers may hold different 
personal views than their students, but as an ec-
umenical Christian school they allow students to 
explore topics while holding Christ at the center.
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Middle School 
 Design
We are a progressive middle school which means 
that we take middle school students seriously. As 
we design learning experiences and communities 
in middle school, we constantly ask ourselves, 
“Does this experience or community honor a  
student’s need for fun, competency, relationship, 
and autonomy?”  

When our designs honor what students need, we 
see a culture of rigorous learning fueled by  
authentic curiosity and wonder expressed  
creatively and uniquely—we see that their learning 
and expression is arts-infused. 

We are a Christian middle school. We have wor-
ship each day and we want each middle schooler 
to know that they are loved all the time, no matter 
what. We know that middle schoolers are already 
and will continue to live lives of meaning and pur-
pose. As a middle school staff we know that it’s our 
job to help them express and explore their thinking, 
faith, and the world. 
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Graduation  
Requirement:
Eight Academic  
Exhibitions
In addition to completing all of their course work, 
students must successfully complete eight  
academic exhibitions over their seventh and 
eighth grade years.

What is an Academic Exhibition?

Our exhibitions are long-term projects that  
require deep inquiry, iterative drafting, or thoughtful 
researching and meaningful expression of under-
standing.  

Exhibitions further challenge students as each one 
requires a sharing with an audience composed of 
teachers and staff, student colleagues, parents, 
and sometimes broader community members. 

Our students build on the long-term collaborative 
studies and projects that are a hallmark of our 
PreK-8th grade program.

ACADEMIC EXHIBITIONS

Mathematics

Science

History

Art

Literature

Music

Service & Leadership

Final Exhibition
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Middle School  
Program

Mustard Seed School’s whole-child approach to 
education prepares our students to engage with 
all aspects of life, including high school. We care 
about your child’s academic readiness and com-
mitment — we want them to work diligently toward 
goals and feel their successes over time. We care 
that your child knows how to care for and work 
with others. And come up with collaborative, inno-
vative, and creative ways to impact the world.

Middle School students continue to grow as read-
ers and writers. They become effective commu-
nicators, well versed in writing styles, mechanics, 
vocabulary, and grammar. Similarly, they deepen 
their math skills, starting with increasing compu-
tational fluency and efficiency in fourth grade to 
completing Algebra 1 in eighth grade. They also 
develop academic stamina: we try and try again. 
With increasing independence, middle school 
students apply their daily practice and learning as 
they research, problem solve, and demonstrate 
new ways of thinking.

Challenging tomorrow’s change 
makers

As a middle school:

• We inspire minds with a rigorous 
standards-aligned curriculum that 
takes the experiences of students 
seriously and invites them to see 
beyond their own worldview.  

• We cultivate hearts with our  
explicit community building  
practices, conversations and our 
daily worship. 

• We remove barriers as we design 
learning encounters and systems 
that challenge and support  
students across a learning  
spectrum.
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Inspiring Minds
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A Multi-grade  
Approach
In grades four and five we use the multi-grade 
approach to strengthening STEAM tools and skills.

Through the STEAM program, fourth and fifth 
graders engage in processes that prepare them 
for paths in science, technology, engineering, arts, 
and mathematics. Students work in teams by col-
laborating on research, experiments, and answering 
guiding questions posed by their teachers. Finally, 
they prepare and give presentations to share their 
learning with classmates and grownups. 

In grades six, seven and eight we continue foster-
ing collaboration and teamwork.

Sixth through eighth grade students work and 
grow through three primary groupings. Two of the 
groupings are multi-grade: academic teams and 
advisory. The final grouping is a grade-level cohort 
where students explore subjects like math, Span-
ish, and language arts.

Academic teams are composed of students in 
sixth through eighth grade. In these teams students 
study subjects like history, science, music, art, and 
physical education. Academic teams follow a 
three-year cycle of study. Each year brings new 
topics and challenges. The central themes of each 
cycle are carried out across the curriculum in an 
integrated approach. 

On Wednesday mornings, students gather together 
over Zoom in advisory groups. Each advisory group 
has a mix of sixth through eighth grade students 
who meet together for three years with the same 
staff advisor. During advisory, students talk about 
their current reading as a way to support our high 
volume reading program. It’s also a time to check 
in, support, and challenge one another.

What are the benefits of a  
multi-grade learning environment?
We see the benefits of multi-grade learning every 
day. Learning in a multi-grade environment

• enables children to be grouped by need, ability, 
or interest, not just by age.

• builds leadership and responsibility in older 
children.

• solidifies the skills of older children because 
they have the experience of teaching and 
working with younger children.

• stimulates younger children through working 
with older children.

• increases social experiences. Students have 
a broader social experience with increased 
opportunities to lead, follow, collaborate, and 
foster peer relationships.
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To support the benefits of our multigrade groupings, we organize our curriculum into cycles so that when 
students graduate in eighth grade they have experienced our full middle school program. Each cycle is 
woven together by a guiding idea and essential questions.

Guiding Idea Essential Questions

Cycle 1
2021-2022

A Matter of Perspective
What can we and can’t we see? How can we see more 
clearly and fully? Can we look beneath the surface? 
Can we see up close? Can we see far away? Can we 
see from another person’s perspective? Can we come 
to see eye to eye? Can we see the future?

Cycle 2
2020-2021

A World In Motion

Everything moves. Birds fly south. Seeds are carried 
for miles by the wind. Ships sail and rains move from 
oceans to plains. Even the earth itself moves, as soil 
erodes and plants draw from and replace the soil’s 
nutrients. People, too, move from place to place, city 
to city, nation to nation, as they pursue adventure, 
seek freedom, join loved ones, and find new homes. 
So we will often ask, “How do you move?” “Where have 
you come from?” “To what places or in what direction 
might you go next?”

GRADES 4 &5
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Guiding Idea Essential Questions & Studies

Cycle 1
2022-2023

The Quest for Friendship, 
Courage & Hope

What is your quest? What are you looking for? What 
are you hoping to find next year … or the year after 
that? According to legends, myths, and histories, peo-
ple have wandered the world for thousands of years. 
Faced fear and danger.

Cycle 2
2020-2021

Finding Your Voice and 
Speaking The Truth

Who am I in this world and what do I have to say to the 
world? What keeps me silent? When should my voice 
be heard?
Throughout the year of cycle two, students will read, 
hear, and study people who had something to say. 

Cycle 3
2021-2022

Adversity, Change, and 
Making a Difference

What causes us to conform to the world around us? 
How does the world change? Who belongs?
Students discuss the struggles, failures, and achieve-
ments of world powers, historical figures, and ordinary 
individuals. They will consider the mark they, them-
selves, make upon the world. As they examine the 
ways in which faithful individuals, in history and in the 
present, have been called to live out their lives and 
make ethical decisions, they will consider the nature of 
their own aspirations, enduring faith, and moral cour-
age.

GRADES 6, 7, &8
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English  
Language  
Arts
Our approach regarding curriculum and the 
resources available to students at school ac-
knowledges that when children see themselves 
in the curriculum, they experience belonging. 
We promote the visibility and inclusion of stu-
dents in all of their identities. Our curriculum 
and materials should act as mirrors and win-
dows, allowing students to see themselves and 
those who differ from them through positive 
representations. In our program, students learn 
to identify and challenge stereotypes in a way 
that supports the development of inclusivity in 
our community. This is a way we remove barri-
ers.

For example, in the Spring of 2020 we updated 
our summer reading lists and requirements.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1coRkgfwDdQmreCjkjOf7V1F8j0pNoZvQ/view?usp=sharing
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Tale of Despereaux by Kate DiCamillo

Marshfield Dreams by Ralph Fletcher

Knucklehead by Jon Scieszka

From the Mixed Up Files of Ms. Basil E. 
Frankweiler by E.L. Konigsburg

Esperanza Rising by Pam Muñoz Ryan

Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis

Maniac McGee by Jerry Spinelli

Sing Down the Moon by Scott O’Dell

Because of Winn Dixie by Kate DiCamillo

Animal Book Club
The Cricket in the Time Square by George Selden
Mr. Popper’s Penguins by Richard and 
    Florence Atwater
Shiloh by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor

Love that Dog by Sharon Creech

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry and more by Mildred 
D. Taylor

The Watsons go to Birmingham--1963 by  
Christopher Paul Curtis

Hidden Figures by Margot Lee Shetterly

Amelia Lost by Candance Fleming

The Fighting Ground by Avi

Cycle 1
2020-2021

Cycle 2
2021-2022

READING IN GRADES  
FOUR AND FIVE 

We launch the Reader’s and Writer’s Workshop 
for the year by establishing the rules and rou-
tines of the workshops. We also teach and prac-
tice receptive and expressive language using 
technology to communicate safely and effec-
tively in the digital age.

So that students might become skilled, avid 
readers, teachers utilize reading workshops, 
small groups, book clubs, and reader’s note-
books. These activities and others provide 
important opportunities for students to develop 
vocabulary, fluency, and comprehension skills 
within the context of literature and in connection 
with science, social studies, mathematics, and 
the arts.

Selected Texts
GRADES 4 & 5
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READING IN GRADES  
SIX, SEVEN, AND EIGHT

Students in grades six through eight inde-
pendently read high volumes of text — one book 
per week — and they develop their thinking 
about reading by forming reading responses for 
each book.

We launch the Reader’s and Writer’s Workshop 
for the year by establishing the rules and rou-
tines of the workshops as well as teach and 
practice receptive and expressive language 
using technology to communicate safely and 
effectively in the digital age.

In order that students might become skilled, 
avid readers, teachers utilize class reads, inde-
pendent reads, book clubs, and written reader’s 
responses. These and other experiences provide 
important opportunities for students to develop 
vocabulary, fluency, and comprehension skills 
within the context of literature and in connection 
with science, social studies, mathematics, and 
the arts.

Perspective Taking Seedfolks by Paul Fleischman

Fantasy including
The Giver by Lois Lowry
The Hobbit and Lord of the Rings by JRR Tolkien
Where the Mountain Meets the Moon  & When the  
     Sea Turn to Silver by Grace Lin

Shakespeare Midsummer Night’s Dream

Historical Fiction including
The Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park
The Red Pencil by Andrea Davis Pickney
Shooting Kabul by N.H. Senzai

Narrative Nonfiction including
In the Sea There are Crocodiles by Fabio Gada
Lost Boy, Lost Girl: Escaping Civil War in the Sudan   
     by John Bul Dau
The Other Side: Stories of Central American Teen 
     Refugees Who Dream of Crossing the Border  
     by Juan Pablo Villalobos

Social Justice including
Refugee by Alan Gratzf

Selected Texts
GRADE 6
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Independent Reading unit - explore analytical 
strategies

Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare

Orbiting Jupiter by Gary Schmidt

The Epic of Gilgamesh

One book a week - Independent Reading

Selected Texts
GRADES 7 & 8

Cycle 1
2022-2023

Independent Reading unit - explore analytical 
strategies

 To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee

A Midsummer Night’s Dream by William  
     Shakespeare

Historical Fiction Book Clubs

Social Issues Book Clubs

Cycle 2
2020-2021

Independent Reading unit - explore analytical 
strategies

Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare

The Diary of a Young Girl: Anne Frank by Anne  
     Frank

Flowers for Algernon by Daniel Keyes

Various Short Stories for Short Story Unit

Cycle 3
2021-2022
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WRITING  IN GRADES  
FOUR AND FIVE 
Through multiple lessons and conferences with 
their teacher, students learn grammar, me-
chanics, editing skills, and the craft of writing as 
they repeatedly choose topics, draft, revise, edit, 
and publish their work in the Writing Workshop. 
In both the fourth and fifth grade writing pro-
gram, we use features of  Lucy Calkin’s Writing 
Workshop model. 

We explore forms such as informational writing, 
expressive writing (narration), literary writing 
(story and poetry), and persuasive writing (es-
say). Skills such as using parts of speech, punc-
tuation, writing mechanics, spelling, paragraph 
organization, and rich vocabulary, are empha-
sized in the context of the writing process.

Personal narrative

Expository, descriptive, and persuasive essays

Poetry

Historical fiction picture books

Oral retelling of myths

Newspaper article

Selected Writing Projects
GRADES 4 & 5

https://www.unitsofstudy.com/k5writing/
https://www.unitsofstudy.com/k5writing/
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WRITING  IN GRADES  
SIX, SEVEN, AND EIGHT
Through multiple lessons and conferences with 
the teacher, students learn grammar, mechan-
ics, editing skills, and the craft of writing as they 
repeatedly choose topics, draft, revise, edit, 
and publish their work in the Writing Workshop. 
We draw inspiration from Lucy Calkin’s Writing 
Workshop model and we use sites like NoRed-
Ink for independent practice. We explore forms 
such as informational writing, expressive writing 
(narration), literary writing (story and poetry), 
and persuasive writing (essay). 

Personal Narrative and Informational Writing

Fantasy and Short Stories

Impact Essay

Social Justice Essay

Mini Exhibition

Poetry

Selected Writing Projects
GRADE 6

Oral Tradition Storytelling Work

Argumentative Essay

Fantasy and Short Stories

Literary Analysis Essay

Selected Writing Projects
GRADE 7

Cycle 1
2022-2023

Cycle 2
2020-2021

To Kill A Mockingbird Essay and Creative Writing 
Short Story

Argumentative Essay

Research Essay

Literary Analysis Essay

Cycle 3
2021-2022

Short Story Analysis Essay

Argumentative Essay

Research-Based Argumentative Essay

Literary Analysis Essay

https://www.unitsofstudy.com/k5writing/
https://www.unitsofstudy.com/k5writing/
https://www.noredink.com/
https://www.noredink.com/
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High School Application Essay

Fantasy and Short Stories

Homily Writing

Oral Tradition Storytelling Work

Final Exhibition Writing

Selected Writing Projects
GRADE 8

Cycle 1
2022-2023

Cycle 2
2020-2021

Cycle 3
2021-2022

High School Application Essay

To Kill a Mockingbird Essay and Creative Writing 
Short Story

Homily Writing

Research Essay

Final Exhibition Writing

High School Application Essay

Homily Writing

Journalism Unit

Research-Based Argumentative Essay

Final Exhibition Writing
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Mathematics

Arrays, Factors, Multiplicative Comparison

Generating and Representing Measurement Data

Multiple Towers & Cluster Problems: Multiplication 
& Division

Measuring & Classifying Shapes

Large Numbers & Landmarks

Fractions Cards & Decimal Grids

How Many Packages and Groups?

Penny Jars & Towers

Investigations Units of Study
GRADE 4 

Puzzles, Clusters, and Towers: Multiplication and 
Division

Prisms and Solids: 3D Geometry and  
Measurement

Rectangles, Clocks and Tracks: Rational Numbers 
Addition and Subtraction

How Many People and Teams? Multiplication and 
Division Part Two

Temperature, Height, and Growth: Analyzing 
 Patterns and Rules

Rational numbers: Between 0 and 1

Races, Arrays, and Grids: Multiplying and Dividing 
Decimals and Fractions

Properties of Polygons: 2-D Geometry

Investigations Units of Study
GRADE 5

MATHEMATICS  IN GRADES  
FOUR AND FIVE 
A problem-solving approach is the key to our 
math program. Students are encouraged to 
solve problems in varied ways and communi-
cate their processes to others. Computational 
fluency and mastery of number operations, 
including decimals and fractions, is a prima-
ry aim of fourth and fifth grade instruction. 
Functions, fractions, and geometry are inves-
tigated and used in real-world contexts and 
with the support of hands-on materials. Still 
further, measurements and collections of data 
are represented in graphs and lead to discus-
sions about probability. The Terc Investigations 
Program provides a firm foundation for under-
standing.

https://investigations.terc.edu/
https://investigations.terc.edu/
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Number Sense

Rational Numbers

Ratio and Proportions

Expressions

Equations and Inequalities

Geometry

Statistics

Units of Study
GRADE 6 

Integers

Rational Numbers

Real Numbers

Exponents and Scientific Notations

Algebraic Expressions

Equations and Inequalities

Ratio and Proportions

Percents

Geometry

Probability and Statistics

Linear Equations, Proportional Relationships 
and Lines

Functions and Relations

Units of Study
GRADE 7

MATHEMATICS  IN GRADES  
SIX, SEVEN, AND EIGHT

Sixth grade: Students explore new concepts 
with numbers and operations while continuing 
to work with whole numbers, fractions, percent-
ages, and measurements. Number theory work 
includes primes, factors, and multiples. Exten-
sive work with geometry, fractions, statistics, 
and probability are also important.

Seventh grade: Students perfect skills and 
concepts learned in previous years, and they 
undertake an extensive pre-algebra curriculum. 
Students focus on proportional relationships 
and linear growth patterns. They study the 
order of operations and begin to solve simple 
equations and inequalities. Geometry concepts 
are also explored, including the Pythagorean 
theorem and circle geometry.

Eighth grade: Algebraic study, which can be 
thought of as the “science of comparison and 
reduction,” begins in early grades and ends with 
a formal study in the eighth grade year. Such 
study includes work with variables, expressions 
and equations, transformation of equations, 
polynomials, linear and quadratic equations, 
Cartesian planes, and set theory.
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Expressions and Operations

Equations and Inequalities

Transformations and Congruence

Dilations and Similarity

Right Triangles and Volume

Functions

Linear Functions

Exponents and Radicals

Exponential Functions

Descriptive Statistics

System of Equations and Inequalities

Polynomials

Quadratics

Units of Study
GRADE 8
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Studying &  
Integrating Arts to 
Deepen  
Understanding

Because of our focus on creative expression, 
our students not only develop a love for the 
arts, they also learn to use artistic expression 
to interpret and comment on the world around 
them.

At Mustard Seed School, we place a strong em-
phasis on learning through art and music. Every 
day, students process what they’ve learned in 
the classroom using artistic mediums and mu-
sical expression, like singing and worshipping. 
A deep understanding and skills in these areas 
offer students a variety of ways and languages 
to express their learning. 

We also know music and art education make 
an impact on academics and social-emotion-
al development. That’s why our students have 
music and art class multiple times a week. We 
want children to learn and engage with the arts 
because they’re a key part of human flourishing.
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In the visual arts, students work with a wide 
variety of media, including drawing materials, 
paints, clay, textiles, printmaking materials, and 
mixed media sculpture. The Visual Arts Stand-
ards focus on four areas of art—creating,  
presenting, responding, and connecting. 

Students study the art of local and internation-
al artists, make creative connections with the 
world around them, and use art to challenge 
themselves and their community. 

Appreciation of art from different cultures happens 
alongside their history studies.

As students mature, the themes and connec-
tions to art deepen and become more personal. 
We offer a taste of many different media to help 
students discover and engage in a personal 
love of art. Whether their interests are drawing 
and painting or sneaker design and illustration, 
students find there is something for everyone. 
Mustard Seed students become lifelong appre-
ciators and creators of art.

Made by the ultimate creator in God’s image, 
We are all artists. 

Middle School is an important time to get past 
the stage of frustration and giving up. Practice. 
Find a love for creating. 

In a usual year, all students in grades four 
through eight have art class twice weekly. 
Throughout the year students practice ob-
servational drawing skills in their sketchbooks. 
Drawing is a critical tool for close observation, 
and clear communication of ideas.

Visual Arts

https://nationalartsstandards.org/sites/default/files/Visual%20Arts%20at%20a%20Glance%20-%20new%20copyright%20info.pdf
https://nationalartsstandards.org/sites/default/files/Visual%20Arts%20at%20a%20Glance%20-%20new%20copyright%20info.pdf
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Introduction to the Elements of Art

Using Art Language to Describe and Critique 
Artworks

Artist Study and Creative Response to the Art of   
Piet Mondrian, Jacob Lawrence, Pablo Picasso

Self-Portraits Including Themes of Identity, 
Community, and Belonging, from 2D to 3D

Cross Curricular Projects Exploring Art from   
Different Cultures, Countries, and Time Periods

Observational Drawing

Collaborative, Cross Age Group Projects

Units of Study
GRADE 6 , 7, & 8

Units of Study
GRADES 4 & 5

Introduction to Art Materials and Processes 

Artist Study and Creative Response to the Art of 
Jacob Lawrence, Alexander Calder, Faith  
Ringgold, M.C. Escher

Exploration of Self-Portraits, from 2D to 3D

Cross Curricular Projects Exploring Art from 
Different Cultures, Countries, and Time Periods

Observational Drawing

Working to a Design Brief
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Grades Four & Five 
In music, students sharpen skills and develop crit-
ical and creative habits of mind that will enable 
them to appreciate a world of human culture. As 
they work to become more independent musicians 
and learners, they compose and conduct their 
own pieces of music, perform the compositions of 
others, critique performances and use classroom 
instruments (recorders, Orff, percussion) to accom-
pany themselves and others.

Grades Six, Seven, Eight
All students in grades six through eight have gener-
al music class twice weekly. Students study music 
fundamentals through drumming, composition, 
singing, and playing ukulele. Students explore vari-
ous genres of music and take a field trip each year 
to see a musical performance. Chorus is required 
for sixth grade students and is offered by audi-
tion to students in grades seven and eight. Chorus 
members perform at the Las Posadas Celebration 
in December, and those who are accepted for the 
second term participate in the Annual Spring Con-
cert and Choral Showcase. Additionally, students in 
chorus lead the Ash Wednesday Taizé service.

MUSIC  IN GRADES  
FOUR THROUGH EIGHT

Units of Study
GRADES 4 & 5

Performance Skills

Musical Literacy

Expressive Singing

Instrumental Proficiency: Recorder

Improvisation/Composition Familiarity

Units of Study
GRADES 6, 7 & 8

West African Drumming

Music Exhibition Preparation: Music Composition/  
Production

Western Music History/Music of the World

Field Trip & Performance Study

Ukulele: Instrumental Proficiency, Literacy, and 
Performance

Sing Together!

Songsters (grades 2&3) grow into Choristers 
(grades 4&5) grow into our members of our 
Chorus (grades 6-8). When students arrive as 
8th grade Chorus members not only do they 
perform in a number of concerts throughout 
the year, they explore: 
• Developing ensemble skills 
• Developing individual tone
• Score reading
• Musicianship
• Performance readiness

Music
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World Language:  
Spanish
Students broaden their emerging language skills 
at grade level. Individual grades read compre-
hensible input based books that are develop-
mentally appropriate and culturally expansive. 
Students develop fluency through reading, dis-
cussing, acting, writing, and game playing in the 
target language. The classroom experiences are 
highly collaborative, interactive, and story-based. 

Engagement in classroom activities is key to 
growth and an important assessment tool. Stu-
dents work independently and collaboratively to 
demonstrate comprehension and accuracy in the 
target language.  

Homework and classwork help students rehearse 
their emerging language skills. Quizzes, tests, and 
performance assessments are administered 
regularly and assess vocabulary, comprehension, 
grammar structures, and fluency.

Students use TPRS stories, activities, and chapter 
books to engage meaningful texts that foster au-
thentic conversations and expression.  

A key to the comprehensible based curriculum 
is that students are not sheltered from grammar 
but instead read and engage material that has 
carefully curated vocabulary (verbs and nouns).  
Students quickly engage in the present, past and 
imperfect past tenses right away.  This model 
is research based and follows the “Natural Ap-
proach” (Stephen Krashen) which allows children 
to acquire a modern language in the way they 
acquired their first.   

Comprehensible based stories and pre-reading 
activities give students oral fluency and read-
ing comprehension quickly.  Coupled with a TPRS 
methodology students are able to participate in 
conversation about the text immediately.   

Books and Skills
GRADES 4 & 5

Brandon Brown dice la verdad 

• Gerund- “ing.”
• Present, imperfect, and perfect past tense in 

narrative
• Family relationships
• Numbers
• Time and dates
• Express desires and needs
• Express emotions 
• Evaluate consequences  

Brandon Brown versus el Yucatán will cover: 
• Present and imperfect and perfect past tense 

in narrative. 
• Gerund “-ing.”
• Family relations
• Express interests and outdoor activities in 

Cancún, México. 
• Explore Mayan culture and artifacts
• Discover Mexico’s geography and sites
• Yucatán peninsula 

Leyendas impactantes 
• Myths from various Spanish speaking coun-

tries
• Themes will cover
• Family 
• Family values
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Book List
GRADES 6, 7 & 8

El Chico global 

El Ekeko: un misterio boliviano

El Chico global

Vidas Impactantes

48 Horas

El Escape cubano

Vidas impactantes
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STEAM
Science (or Social Studies!) 
Technology, Engineering, 
Art, Math
In our STEAM program, students join multigrade 
teams to learn about science, technology, en-
gineering, arts, and math. Teams are given a 
guiding question that informs their research, 
experimentation, and model answers as they 
collaborate to find solutions and consider com-
plex ideas. At the completion of each project, they 
prepare, present, and share what they’ve learned 
with the entire STEAM group.

Introduction to the Engineering Design Process: 
Build project to practice planning and improving 
a design

Ecosystems: Design organisms adapted to a  
particular ecosystem of study

City Block Explorations: Utilize geometry skills 
plan a city block that serves a purpose in the 
community

Simple Machines: Create a Rube Goldberg ma-
chine to complete a task

New Jersey Study: Host a table session about a 
notable New Jersey event

Impact of the People: Study the work and life of 
an influential, contemporary figure

Energy: Explore and model both renewable and 
non-renewable energy sources

USA study with a focus on Native Americans: 
Make a picture book to answer the question 
“How do history, culture and geography impact a 
state?” 

Cycle 1
2021-2022

Cycle 2
2020-2021

Units of Study and Project Work
GRADES 4 & 5

Introduction to the Engineering Design Process: 
Build project to practice planning and improving 
a design

Scientific Method: Design experiment and docu-
ment observations and conclusions

Impact of the People:  Study the work and life of 
an influential figure from the Civil Rights move-
ment

Land Formation: Make scientific models of land 
formations.

Wars: Construct a model to show how the war of 
their study impacted United States

Flight and Rocketry: Construct a model to show 
the science behind human-made flying objects.

Genius Hour:  Ask a scientific or social studies 
question to research and present about.
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History, Science,  
Social Studies 
Grades Six, Seven, Eight

Using projects and collaborative group work stu-
dents explore topics in science and history. Stu-
dents practice note-taking and researching skills 
as they build background knowledge necessary 
for their projects. Students work to solve prob-
lems presented by the project and also presented 
through the hard work of collaboration. Students 
represent their thinking through models, charts, 
and sometimes through creative expressions like 
songs!

These philosophies and practices of our program 
remain constant while the topics of exploration 
change each year, offering fresh lenses through 
which to explore. Each year’s exploration is guided 
by essential questions pointing us to an overarch-
ing theme. 

Humans in the Universe  
(13 billion - 200,000 years ago)

Human Beings Almost Everywhere 
(200,000 - 10,000 Years Ago)

Farming and the Emergence of Complex  
Societies (10,000 - 1000 BCE)

Units of Study

Cycle 1: The Quest for Friendship, Courage 
and Hope
2022-2023

Cycle 2: Finding Your Voice and Speaking 
Your Truth
2020-2021

Expanding Networks of Exchange and Encounter 
(1200 BCE - 500 CE)

Patterns of Interregional Unity (300 - 1500 CE)

The Great Global Convergence (1400-1800 CE)

Cycle 3: Adversity, Change, and Making a 
Difference
2021-2022

HISTORY

Industrialization and its consequences  
(1750-1914 CE)

A Half Century of Crisis (1900-1950 CE)

Paradoxes of Global Acceleration (1945 - Present)
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Earth, Moon and Sun

Our Solar System and Beyond

From Molecules to Organisms: Structures and 
Processes; Heredity: Inheritance and Variation of 
Traits

Units of Study

Cycle 1: The Quest for Friendship, Courage 
and Hope
2022-2023

Cycle 2: Finding Your Voice and Speaking 
Your Truth
2020-2021

Ecosystems, Interactions, Energy and Dynamics

Matter and Interactions

Motion and Stability: Forces and Interactions 
Engineering Design

Cycle 3: Adversity, Change, and Making a 
Difference
2021-2022

SCIENCE

Biological Evolution: Unity and Diversity

Energy and Waves

Earth and Human Activity
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SOCIAL STUDIES
Students study these topics as part of their learn-
ing in Ethics, Civics, Economics and World Reli-
gions. Some topics are organized by cycle while 
other units are anchored in grade levels. 

World Religion

Health

Units of Study
Cycle 1: The Quest for Friendship, Courage 
and Hope
2022-2023

Cycle 2: Finding Your Voice and Speaking 
Your Truth
2020-2021

Christian Studies:
Biblical and Systematic Theology

Civics: Government and Citizenship

Cycle 3: Adversity, Change, and Making a 
Difference
2021-2022

Ethics

Economics: Introduction to Economics

6th GRADE

Cyber Ethics:  Digital Safety

Geography: The World in Spatial Terms/Places 
and Regions

7th GRADE

Cyber Ethics:  Digital Safety

Geography: Physical Systems/Human Systems

8th GRADE

Cyber Ethics:  Digital Safety

Geography: Environment and Society/The Uses of 
Geography
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Physical Education 
& Health
In Physical Education, the fourth and fifth grade 
core concepts consist of movement, skill, and 
performance which are primarily impacted by 
the practice, assessment, and feedback of peers 
and the teacher. Individual and team execution 
in games, sports, and other activity situations 
are based on the interaction of tactical use of 
strategies, positive mental attitudes, competent 
skill levels, and teamwork. The goal is to develop 
self-initiated behaviors that promote personal 
and group success including safety practices, 
cooperation, teamwork, and positive social inter-
action. Students will work on skill development in a 
scaffolded game setting. This will ensure that the 
students are learning skills they can develop as 
they continue their practice.

In sixth, seventh and eighth grade Physical Edu-
cation, students will develop the core concepts of 
sports in a deeper way. Students will work to un-
derstand and demonstrate fitness management 
skills and strategies for the development of phys-
ical activity habits. The students will demonstrate 
the ability to develop and follow a personal fitness 
plan for lifelong physical activity and well-being. 
The goal is to demonstrate the ability to develop 
self-understanding, to make health-enhancing 
decisions, to work cooperatively and fairly with 
others, and to build positive relationships. 

Sports introduced in 4th & 5th grade

Target and Invasion Activities

Net Games, Striking and Fielding Activities

Fitness and Rhythmic Activities

Cooperative Activities

Sports developed and played in  
6th, 7th, & 8th grade

Target and Invasion Activities

Net Games, Striking and Fielding Activities

Fitness and Rhythmic Activities

Cooperative Activities

Development of Cardiovascular Endurance

Strength Training and Core Development
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Health
Students work through questions around healthy 
relationships with themselves and others as they 
think about their health and the health of their 
community from a holistic perspective. Students 
engage in class discussions to debate and further 
their thinking. 

Interpersonal Skills and Communication

Bonding to Peers, Family, Community

Social Emotional Learning

Empathy/Logic/Tolerance  

Self-Concept Responsibility and Decision Making

Nutrition

Disease Prevention

Community Health

First Aid and Emergency

Consumer Health

Health Topics in 
6th, 7th, & 8th grade
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